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CALIFORNIA STATE DIVISION CONTROVERSY 
(Documents furnished by Mary M. Bowman) 

I. PETITION TO CONGRESS AGAINST FORCING STATEHOOD ON 
SOUTH CALIFORNIA, MARCH 3, 1850 

Note — Statehood for California, without a preliminary form of Territorial 
government, did not meet the approval of the citizens of the southern part of 
the country. March 3rd, 1850, at a public meeting in Los Angeles, of which Don 
Manuel Requena was chairman and Don Augustin Olvero, secretary, a petition 
to the Congress of the United States was drawn up, — plausible, sensible and 
almost pathetic in its appeal against the efforts of the north to force statehood 
upon them without their consent. The protestants say: 

"We your petitioners, citizens of South California, present our- 
selves before your honorable body, with our solemn protestation 
against the admission of California, as a state, into the Confederacy. 
We have to announce to your honorable body that the people of 
South California have been opposed to the state formation and that 
our delegates, at the last convention, voted faithfully to their prin- 
ciples in favor of the Territory, but, unfortunately, remained in the 
minority. We now take the only step remaining to American citi- 
zens to protest and' solicitate. The reasons that lead us to this re- 
solve are plain and clear : 

"First — The short time which has passed since the treaty of Quere- 
taro and the formation of the state did not permit the old inhabitants 
to become acquainted with the American institutions ; the whole of 
this important subject has been hurried in such a way that often the 
most intelligent of the Spanish race did not understand what they 
were called upon to do. It was, and it still is, our conviction that 
a Territorial government was not only more proper to remove these 
evils, but preferable in every sense. The unsettled' state of this peo- 
ple is such that it requires a plainer and more economical govern- 
ment, because a great many of the inhabitants do not intend to live 
here. 

"'Second — The expenses of the state are, of course, very consid- 
erable ; this has been foreseen by your petitioners and the opinions 
laid down by others have confirmed our convictions on the subject. 
We can not state to your honorable body what will be the amount 
necessary to maintain the state of California, but we have been as- 
sured that this amount will be enormous. For the purpose of cover- 
ing this, the government must recur to ruinous contributions, and, 
though California is a land of gold, few will be those who contribute 
in proportion to the emergency. 

If any tax be laid on lands, as is customary in other countries, 
it would cause the utter ruin of all the proprietors of the south. 
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We hope that your honorable body will take our memorial into con- 
sideration, because the admission of California, as a state, into the 
Union would be very prejudicial to a portion of the American 
citizens. 

Third — The great extent of land embraced within the limits of 
this state is another reason for our opposition. The strength of this 
argument appears more clearly by comparing the different resources 
of this large area of land. The north is rich in its mines and com- 
merce, but the south being a land of agriculture and pasture, will 
have for a long time but a limited population. The north, beside its 
mineral advantages, has a numerous population ; they do not increase 
the revenue, while they would have an almost exclusive influence 
on the political and' judicial state of the country. This is a very 
great evil and causes the stronger often to oppress the weaker. 

"The extension of California being from the 32nd to 42nd de- 
gree of latitude, the seat of government is very remote from its ex- 
tremities, and this causes great inconvenience to its administration. 
It appears by the information given to your honorable body that 
this state contains 100,000 square miles, sufficient for the foundation 
of three states, and, though some parts of it are barren and moun- 
tainous, there still remains sufficient fertile land for the foundation 
of two states of moderate dimensions. Your petitioners entreat your 
honorable body to divide South California from the north, by draw- 
ing a line of division from the Pacific, so as to include the district of 
San Luis Obispo, establishing said part of the country as a Territory, 
with the name of Central California, governed and protected like 
the other territories of the Union. We hope that your honorable 
body will take our petition into consideration and grant this favor 
to — we may say — the finest part of the American Union. Such a 
measure would give general satisfaction to this people, increase agri- 
culture and commerce, develop its resources in every quarter, and 
the whole would present the picture of a united and happy country." 

This appeal was not heard, or at least not heeded ; consequently 
the movement for state division in 1851 was very earnest and de- 
termined. Lieutenant Halleck advised against it. He wrote to 
Don Pablo de la Guerra: "For God's sake don't commit yourself 
to the state separation. California will rue the day she ever seriously 
enters into the question, or I am no prophet." Alfred Robinson, 
who had known the Californians since 1829, and married' one of 
them, wrote from Boston that if he were in Santa Barbara he would 
do all he could to bring it about, for then the Californians would 
have a better government. 
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II. CALL FOR A CONVENTION TO DIVIDE THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 1851 

City of Los Angeles, September 15th, 1851. 

"At a special meeting of the citizens of Los Angeles County, held 
on the 12th inst, the undersigned' were appointed a committee to 
draft an address in relation to the convention recommended to be 
held in this city on the second Monday (10th day) in November, 
with a view of effecting the speedy formation of a Territorial Gov- 
ernment for the Southern counties of California. The time was 
fixed in the belief that thus an ample opportunity would be given 
to secure a full representation from all the counties deeming them- 
selves interested; and the place is thought to be as nearly central 
to the whole proposed territory as can be obtained or will be gener- 
ally desired, while it is easy of access from all points, and presents 
other advantages for the purpose, not among the least of which is 
that of having a newspaper printed in English and Spanish. Other 
places and an earlier date have been suggested at some of the pre- 
liminary meetings, but we trust that the friends of the great measure 
at issue will not be disconcerted by this circumstance, as the delay 
seems to be absolutely necessary to establish a perfect concert of 
action among them and to mature well the means of ultimate success. 

"It is our aim to set forth in detail the grounds of this momentous 
enterprise in which the southern counties are engaged with an en- 
tire unanimity. Such a movement cannot be mistaken for the tem- 
porary ebullition of party excitement, that may be counteracted and 
checked by another party antagonism ; nor need it be supposed that 
the enthusiasm everywhere displayed in its behalf is to die away 
with its first efforts. NO ! The manifestations of the Public Will 
already made are truly the voice of one people, feeling deeply in 
their inmost heart a common evil that is attributable to one sole 
cause and has no other remedy than the one now sought and 
which must continue to be prayed and struggled for by all 
peaceable and constitutional means, until Justice shall triumph in 
its glorious accomplishment. There is little to please in the reflec- 
tion ; nevertheless it is the plain truth that whatever of good the ex- 
periment of a state government may have otherwise led to in Cali- 
fornia for us, the southern counties, it has proved only a splendid 
failure. The bitter fruits of it no county has felt more keenly than 
Los Angeles. With all her immense and varied and natural re- 
sources, her political, social and pecuniary condition at this moment 
is deplorable in the extreme ; her industries paralyzed under the in- 
supportable burden of taxation; her port almost forsaken by com- 
merce ; her surplus products of no value on account of the enormous 
price of freights ; her capital flying to other climes ; a sense of the 
utter insecurity of property pervading all classes and everything 
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tending to fasten upon her, in the guise of legislation, a state of 
actual oppression which will soon exhaust the energies of a popula- 
tion that deserves a better fate. 

"As with Los Angeles, so it is in various degrees with our sister 
counties. She is the greatest sufferer, only because she has more to 
be despoiled of. What our section wants for its prosperity is Mili- 
tary Protection, a simple and cheap government, and equal laws 
adapted to the character of the people. A prey to incessant Indian 
depredations from without and destitute of internal protection for 
our lives and property, under laws applicable to pur wants, and the 
character of the population, and withal a continued and ruinous 
taxation impending over us, our future is gloomy indeed as a com- 
munity if we shall fail in this appeal to our brethren of the north 
for the only redress consonant with our national interests — a sep- 
aration, friendly and peaceful, but still complete, leaving the north 
and the south, respectively, to fulfill their grand destinies under 
systems of laws suited to each. A melancholy experience, now of 
sufficient duration, coming home to every man in the south, has 
produced widespread conviction in which the present movement 
originated. 

"We claim for it the purest motives which Patriotism and Philan- 
thropy dictates. We rely on the inherent powers of truth, when the 
facts shall be laid before our brethren of the north, through the 
convention, to achieve the result that we are seeking, always in 
good faith and kindness toward them, but from a stern necessity 
we are driven to, in the pursuit of our happiness and safety. 

"In the name of these we have the honor to represent, we re- 
spectfully and earnestly ask you, sir, and every citizen of the state, 
to give this subject the consideration which its importance demands, 
and we cordially invite all who are favorable to the end contemplated 
to use whatever exertions they can in order that a proper representa- 
tion may be had of their respective counties. 

"The time has arrived for prompt, firm and decisive action. Let 
each friend of the cause faithfully do his duty and we promise a 
fortunate consummation of our dearest wishes. True to ourselves, 
we shall have no reason to complain of the Legislature of California, 
nor the Congress of the United States. 

"We are respectfully your obedient servants, 

(Signed) Augustin Olvera, 
Pio Pico, 
Benj. Hayes, 
J. Lancaster Brent, 
Lewis Grainger, 
John O. Wheeler, 
Jose Antonio Carrillo, 

Committee." 



